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Three  e-Books

e-Book -- Part 1

Background and Context 1946 -1949

Pre the Arena Build    Pre the Lions Club

This book outlines-

--the need and desire to build a rink

--the preparations and debate

--the official vote and the defeat of that vote

e-Book -- Part 2

Time for Some Lions  1949 - 1952

The Rink Build- A Lance Look

This book outlines-

--the actual month by month details of the Building

process 

--three years through The Lance clippings

e-Book -- Part 3

Elmvale District Lions Club 1949 – onward                         

Origin of Lions

This book outlines-

--the Lions Chartered and early years- major project

--Lions as a Builder of Sport in Elmvale and District

.

This is e-Book -- Part 2 

Let us Begin



The “Rink” Build

Could these Lions

Snatch Victory from the 

Jaws of Defeat….



BUT

Yes  166 No  247

April 

10 1948



Sometimes You Need to Find 

Another Way

If  Debenture, as a method of payment, was not to 

be an option----- perhaps there were other methods  

to consider

❖ Wasaga Country Club was being completely 

redone at a considerable expense. Those owners 

choose to sell Shares. Members became 

shareholders

❖ The  Elmvale Bd. of Trade’s Community Hall 

project was finally gaining speed and will choose

to continue their ongoing fund raising but also 

decide to sell Bonds.

❖ Another Wasaga project, a church hall, was just 

completed by volunteer labour with materials 

donated at

cost.



Which came first the chicken or the egg?

Another Philosophical question

Could it be that the Elmvale and District Lions 

Club in its inaugural year just happened to 

enthusiastically undertake the Construction of 

the Community Rink as its  first and Charter 

Project.

We can do this!!   We can build this!!

Or

Was the formation of the Elmvale and District 

Lions Club a thoughtful, carefully crafted answer 

to a perennial problem- how to tackle the 

construction of a much needed Community Rink?

We Can’t get in Their Heads---

Probably a Touch of  Each

Time for Leadership

Time for Optimism

Time for Some Luck

Time for Some Lions



Jan 6  

1949







Lions Projects and Activities in their First Year

March 1949 to December 1949

Much of year devoted to getting organized; 

Committees were set up

Weekly Bingo 

Variety Night held in Parish Hall

Winter Carnival in Midland Arena

Summer Carnival at Wasaga Beach

Taking over managing and maintaining 

the Outdoor Rink

Weekly updates in The Lance called 

“Lions Corner”

Lions initiated and supervised Teen Town on 

Saturday Nights

Then Came a Huge Project 

The Really Big Project!

The long awaited project

The project that had been planned and wanted and 

needed.

The project that was brought before the Town and 

Township for a vote and Failed just two years ago.

Lions will Build a Covered Rink



The Building of the Arena  has been well documented.  At the 

time, Jerry Chapple, a charter Lion member, became the 

‘Lion Liaison’.  Together with the area newspaper- “The

Lance”- and its editor, Alex McAuley, Jerry attempted to….

➢ keep the community informed re the progress of the 

construction

➢ explain the difficulties (and there were many)

➢ solicit over and over again the support of the

community

➢ thank and give credit for all donations by way of  “The 

“Lance List” which outlined  $ amounts, labour or 

equipment 

➢ appeal to minds and hearts of the community

And –yes---at times to beg and plead for just a few more 

pennies and hands and bulldozers and trucks…

His biweekly updates in The Lance usually started off with--

(“Well, here we are again..”) 

Jerry wrote a full summary entitled “The Build” which was 

published in The Lance in later years.  George Allen 

reprinted this story in his Chapters book on Sports. 

(George’s masterful book can also be viewed in its entirely on 

the SSH website)  Recently, Frank Archer wrote a summary 

of the Arena build for the SSH website using Jerry’s work as 

a starting point and extending the “Arena Story “ to include 

later years.

What follows here is a detailed timeline of events 

from the perspective of the Elmvale District 

Lions Club as outlined in The Elmvale Lance.

“The Build” --- Stories  

Already Written-



TimeLine Begins

1950

Jan 19,1950- Motion passed by Agricultural Society 

deeding to Flos Township a portion of land

March 9, 1950- Logs cut on Con # 7 are donated to 

Lions for use in building

Mar 11,1950- Plans being drawn for approval of 

Government. Copeland family offers timbers from barn-

Planing Mill dresses them

Mar 23,1950 Con #7 logs transferred to Copeland’s Mill

and are transformed into lumber.

April 14,1950 Lions Club president Frank Roberts 

formally announces the aim of-----

“4 Walls and a Roof by Fall”

April 20,1950  Full page outline in The Lance.

Rink Campaign  Starts Next Week 
Canvassing campaign will begin…….

Timeline Begins



April 

1950



Apr 27, 1950
Donations  stand at $2,010.00

Cement is ordered

Lumber is cut

Call out for trucks

May 4, 1950
200 bags of cement arrive

Hours recorded and credited to labourers

A Log is kept of all these statistics

Donations  $4,053.75

May 18, 1950
Arena site staked out

110 ‘x 200’   with 70 ft allowance around perimeter

Blocks started to be made at Planing Mill

May 25, 1950
Garages about town  fill up volunteer's  trucks with  free gas 

Lance restates objective of--- “4 Walls and a Roof by Fall”

Footings are dug --- 520 feet of them

Cost  only $20.00--- for rent of  a moving machine

Sand and stone delivered

Gravel delivered 

Every night except Sunday--- Blocks were made

June 4, 1950
On one day    --- 412 blocks made in  3 hours

Canvass Part 1 completed

All workers are covered by Insurance through Lords of  London

June 8, 1950
Invitation to public to come visit the site

Over 3000 blocks made so far

Footings almost done

June 15, 1950
Joe Dyer is new president of Lions

Draw conducted to raise money on an Electric range

Two Carnivals planned (Summer and Winter)

Concrete foundation for footings and wall is finished

June 29, 1950
Corner blocks laid - 492 blocks

Reinforcement steel arrives --- Bill is   $712.00

“Stage One” of  the Donation canvass  is reported in Lance newspaper-

A  list  of workers as well-- Some workers  were not able to be named 

because  they  were–”not  able to recognize  them through the motor”

1950 Springtime

The Building Begins   



Spring 1950



July 5, 1950 
Advertising of  Lions Summer Carnival  Aug 2 and 3

Reminder of Lucky Pie Plate draw (pie plates are dropped from a plane)

(Prize item  written  on plates) (Plates  redeemed)

July 19, 1950
Donation to date $5,924.35

More blocks made

Twenty two loads of dirt put inside walls (Back Piling)

Aug 10, 1950
Lance reports many people helping to raise money in various ways

Little Miss Shaw sold lemonade, Ball Tournaments held and proceeds

donated

Aug 24, 1950
Back to work

Company hired to lay blocks (7 cents each) (Bill was $258.82)

Open invitation to any area block layer to come and help out

Concern- not getting lumber sizes as expected

Sept 28, 1950
Rink models  made- put in area businesses--a slot atop for donations

On display at Fair

Arena Committee of Lions Club  is unchanged- continuity important

Oct 12, 1950
Water lines installed to the Arena (Bill was $142.52)

Needed if Rink unfinished.   Rink would be able to be used for skating in the 

winter

Nov 9, 1950
Donations  stand at $6,439.97

Lions admit-- “Looks Like Spring for the Walls and Roof”
Canvass to re-start

Blitz the Village, Phelpston and Hillsdale

Nov. 29  is the Canvass date--- Cash needed for material for roof

Nov. 16, 1950
Back Filling around all footings has been completed

Top of concrete blocks are covered to keep snow and frost out

Grader in to level surface for skating this winter

Dec.11,1950
Lions would run and manage the rink  beside the Creamery as a

skating facility this  winter

Back boards installed 

Donation stand at $6,470.07

July 1950…..

To the end of the year



Fall 

1950



Jan.11,  1951
By-Law 1409A passed at Council and by so doing the Township of  Flos

“inaugurated “ a Community Centre in the Village of Elmvale.

(A municipal authority must hold title to the proposed centre)

Board of Governors appointed to handle affairs

The Arena will now be eligible for Government Grant from Dept of Agriculture.

Lumber for roof  has been ordered and is to be delivered in early spring (BC fir)

The Township  Rink Canvass is to be finished -- Hillsdale and Phelpston

Skating is not free this year at Rink.  

Feb 1, 1951
Elmvale Annual Winter Carnival is being held inside the Rink-.Great Success!

Lions Musical “Our Town” another success; shows held in Elmvale, Phelpston

and Hillsdale

Feb. 22, 1951
More logs from the Flos road-cut brought to ‘Copeland’s Mill

Nineteen teams of horses were needed

Logs are being milled into sheeting  and trusses

Good news- Part One of the grant from the Dept of Agriculture came through

March. 1951- the cheque for $2,500.00 arrives

June 14, 1951
Council gave a grant of $900.00 to Lions Rink Committee

Work resumed slowly   New kind of block (interlocking) was being made

Lumber arrived from BC (first carload)

June 21, 1951
Work slows again-- few workers; seems to be the same ones 

The plan  now is to complete the trusses and the roof following the harvest.

Donation from Flos Township of  $1,000.00

June 28, 1951
West and south walls completed

Haying season –again the number of workers is few

June 31, 1952
Still making and laying blocks

July 27,1951
A fervent appeal for help to pay for the roof.   The second BC carload must be 

paid for $3,000.00 and $700.00 for freight

Nov 1951
Second canvass  in full swing  needed

Nov 27, 1951 
Sad news..No Skating this  year for fear the walls  might fall  on someone

Lions will set up and run a Rink at public school side lot

Year 2      1951



1951



Jan.10,  1952
Work resumes despite the weather

JC Chapple  proposes a New year’s resolution

“I will donate to the Community Memorial Arena to honour those who 

did not come back, and to bring countless hours of pleasure to children 

of the community”

Barrie Engineering made  steel  base plates for  the  trusses

Scheduled to start forming the Trusses  on Jan 15th

Need  $2,300.00 before Feb 14 – owing on Sheeting bought in Orillia( $2,387.97)*

Canvassing resumes

Jan 17, 1952
Carpenters continue work on the Trusses

Still need  of $2,300.00

Call out to all volunteers with a hammer and saw to help carpenters

Raised $1,095.00

Jan 24. 1952
Steel was trucked to Midland from Elmvale to be threaded

JC Chapple laments re  few volunteers coming out to work

Hope to have first Truss up this week

Jan 31, 1852

Wow  100’  Truss settles down onto its seating bolts and plates!!

Feb. 14, 1952
Last Truss may be placed this week; referred to as  (8 Ton Babies)

Request to Keep donations  coming

Feb 28, 1952
Date of Sheeting Bee

Scheduled for 200 men

Had to be cancelled twice

Decided to Wait till spring

April 1952
Roofing Bee- cancelled again

Warning- Last Chance –Get it done  

Further Exposure to Weather will see the start of ROT in the Fir Trusses

July 10, 1952
Contract for shingling the arena let out to Carmen Robinson (1,635.00) *

Aug 1952
Wiring of  the building competed

Sept  1952
Fall Fair  --Wednesday   Sept 18,1952

Community Memorial Arena 

is Officially Opened
*exact dollar amts recorded by Frank Archer in his SSH  website account –- “In the Beginning”

Year 3    1952



Elmvale Lance     Issue       Feb 7, 1952

Fred 

Morrissey

Howard
Ritchie

Reg

Bertram

Milt

Trace

Lions Arena Committee- Three Years In Charge





Sept 18/52

Opening 

Comments

J Chapple Jan 10/52



For whatever the reason its inception may have been,

The Elmvale District Lions Club was chartered on May 1949 

and the building of a Rink was announced as a major project 

by the Spring of 1950.

And thus began a Building odyssey; a journey whose 

conclusion really never concluded. It was never a huge   

“one-off” project- “get-in–get-done”- “hand it off.”

This building became a commitment of the Elmvale District 

Lions; part of its ‘being’ until it could be handed over to a 

higher authority some 45 year later; to Springwater 

Township.

The Arena was never just a building.  Indeed, it became a 

“Committee of the Lions Club”. It became the centre of 

Sports in Elmvale and District. It fostered and spawned 

other sports in which the youth of the District participated 

and enjoyed and grew.

The word District is so important.  In varying degrees over 

varying times, the Elmvale Community Arena served 

Wasaga Beach, Hillsdale, Wyevale, Anten Mills, Phelpston. 

.... Its caretakers/governance expanded over time to include 

local and surrounding organizations, clubs and 

municipalities.

The Elmvale District  Lions Club The Elmvale District 

Lions Club



ELMVALE  DISTRICT

LIONS CLUB   

.

BUILDER
To Note:  

The Building of a covered rink was a 

remarkable achievement. 

BUT the Building of Sport and Facility 

expansion and upgrade was just 

beginning……

Lions, as part of the Community, would 

continue to Build….


